
December 2, 2011

TO: 

NPC Outreach Committee

FROM:

David Wallace and Phyllis Wolfe

RE:

Update: Moldova Marriage Ministry

The purpose of this report is to provide information about recent activities of the Moldova Marriage Ministry.  The primary activity in the past few months focused on the preparation for and participation in the Moldova Marriage Leadership Conference held in Moldova in late October.  As the Outreach Committee knows, we expanded our mission trip to Eastern Europe to include visits in Poland and Russia, traveling with Rev. Doug Learned and member missionaries Mary Lou Lyon and John Bernbaum.  We believe the entire mission trip was a great success filled with opportunities for spiritual fellowship and outreach.  It was certainly a blessing to us.
(sections on Poland and Russia deleted)

Moldova

In Moldova the mission focused on the NPC and Baptist Union partnership for marriage ministry - The Marriage Course (TMC).  The primary activity was the Moldova Marriage Leadership conference which prepared couples to lead TMC in their local churches. The conference was conducted in Chisianu, the capital city.  In addition, meetings were conducted with pastors at churches in Belts to begin the process to implement TMC in Russia-language churches
· Chisinau - Marriage Leadership Conference

Mihai and Angelica Caraivan, the ministry lead couple in Moldova, provided primary leadership for conducting the conference.  We (Phyllis, David, Doug) joined them as part of the team to deliver the conference.  (We are happy to provide to the OC a schedule of the conference.)  Following are key highlights of the conference.
· Purpose of conference was to train leadership couples from local churches to lead TMC in their own churches and other churches in their communities.
· 12 couples participated in the conference and will now work in their local churches and communities.
· The TMC leadership guide, the course participant manual, and DVD-based lessons have been completely translated.  The Leadership Guide and DVD materials along with multiple copies of the participant Guest Manual were given to each couple for conducting TMC.  NPC provided financial support for the workshop, translation, and preparation of all the materials.

· NPC Moldova Marriage Teams sent greetings and prayers which were shared

· Prayer requests – We invited each couple to fill out a card containing prayer requests for their marriage ministry activities. The NPC team now has those prayer requests and is praying for each couple.
· Belts  -  Visit to Churches (Bethany and The Ark)
NPC has a long standing relationship with two churches in Belts.  Mihai Caraivan drove the three of us (Doug, David, Phyllis) to Belts.  In Belts we participated in services and met with pastors and assistant pastors.  Following are key highlights:
· Doug preached sermons in both churches (Bethany and The Ark); and David brought greetings and also provided comments about the marriage ministry work in Moldova.
· Doug, David, Phyllis, and Mihai met with pastors at dinner held at the Bethany Baptist church.  
· Major Outcome – Pastors are greatly interested in conducting a Marriage Leadership Conference in Belts.  This is a great outcome as Russian is the primary language used in churches in Belts and other communities in the north of Moldova.  Mihai Caraivan will take the lead, working with the pastors and our NPC team to move the ministry forward in Russian speaking churches.
Summary

 The Moldova Marriage Ministry continues to be a great opportunity for outreach in Moldova.  Over 250 couples have participated in the course.  Now with a cadre of leadership couples in local churches, the potential for even greater outreach is exciting.  Further, the NPC Moldova Marriage Team is enthusiastic about the potential for reaching out to Russian-speaking couples.  Every third Sunday of the month, our team will continue to lead prayer for all NPC members to pray for Moldova and this ministry.  Please join us!

Submitted on Behalf of the NPC Moldova Marriage Ministry
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